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weleome to
Hyphen 19, the
Intimate Fenzine,
writiten entirely by you, me
end James white. James collapses on
019 and after that we're on our own, I'm Walt
¥illis, oldtime gwemp critier and new Knight of St.ian.
tony. of 170 Upper N'Ards Ra., Belfast, N.Irecland. The illus-
trations are by the illustrious &rt Thomson, 17 Srockham House, Brodchom Drive,
London 5W2, The Sex #iend of Distinction vamiting in the wingn % tdie over should I
Telter is av-cditor Chuck Horris, 'Corolin', Like sve,, Reinham, Bssox, 08 over oy
best friend nd scverest eritic (eltemately). Otners associated vith us md not
efraid to give their nanes are George Churters (who stencaillcd The Znchanted Dupli-
cator), Jomes & Pegey White, hadcleine & Carol willis and Bob Show.

Typhen is 1/~ or 15¢€ per copy, in coin of your rcelm. You send it, we'll spend it.
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CPHINGS EAVE CHANGED since the dgys
Irish Ferdom wended its W=y conven-
tionwerds by rickety cattleboat,
cend watched the lights of Donaghe-
- dee fade from Assembly Declc De-—s5o
" called after the lLighafi{sy of the
same name——-and mmmned aboul the
ship's equipment in & maimer that
beconie & ritual, Now ve lock dovn
on caottlebogts...vay dovm, In =¥
owun case from 2 heizht of zome

- 18000 feet,

Welter & Nadeleine eculd not as-
pire to such eninence, however. I
was flying direct te Iondon oy Vis-
counts they were merely flying to
“Iiverpool @md teking a train the
reat of the way---the poor, poverty
stricken non-nprofessionals. Their
2ireraft, & re~christensd ar sur-
plus Dakote, ccula cdndtiedly put-
put along at a cool 200uph and its
operation=l ceiling s well above
nost factory chimmeys, &s we waited
at Butt's Comer aixport for the
Livexrpool plane to be readied, I
pointed out that ag the flight-path
' lay chiefly acrous the Irish Sea
'+he chimney hazerd cculd be dis-
counted unless thgy nosced over one
of the larger cattlebonta,
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Anyicus nct to Ivll theax into a
false sense of security, lowever,
" I algo pointed out thet the 200mph
notes by WAW airspeed vas possible only if the




aircraft did not blunder inlo toe mony clouds tnd the engines did mot fall off like
i Xen Bylmer's van, They were due tc leave five mimutes before me, cnd just belore
they moved out to their aircraft past the gleaming four-engined giant that vwas mine
I told then of oonme of the furmy bhings vhien could happen to Dakotis \hien they en-
tered the to them alien world of the air; how wheels fell off, and tail-ploanes...
thowh not usually btoth wings, How in times of hecdwinds the pilot only reeched
home by squeezing out the wadling in his cigarette lighter, m t to memtion the
laughable tendency for the passengers’ seats to fa2ll through the foor.... °

Ag the 1ittle plane carrying Madeleine & Valter roared off the wunvey dead on
schedule, the public address system amnounced that my saperior type Viscount vould
be deleyed for 65 mimites becimse of techmical trouble.

Tinedly we were allowed aboaxd the aircraft and it tock off. I discovered that
the technical fault had been a blovn valve--.tube to the coloniala—-in the night
flying equipment, The time then wag 10, 30am; the Viscomnt woulé be nilcing thwo mere
round trips before dugk, tut still they wruld not let ug tale off until dils piff-
ling velve was replaced,. ¥

TOUR HOURS LAT=R I vas scaming the biggest lounge of
the King's Court Hotel for zensitive famish and/or
voracious pro~tyne faces. I spotted Ackerman at once,
talking to 2 emall group in 2 tight cirele of arachairs
—the amchairs were tight, rot the occupants; it vas ~
cnly 3,30 in the aftemmocem—so I went over and said,
“You probably don't remenber me....."

Bal he did; he said, "Why, Zob Shaw...!" ond shook
hends vemly. After digillusioning him tactfully I
vold hi:m he was looking nuch better then last time I
had seen him in 1951 vhen he hod teen somevhat under : :
the weather due to o double-barreled zilment cormrisirg travel adciciess end non-
-agiatic flu. I a2l noticed there ves.2 considercble speedirg-up in the vell rem-
enbered Ackermen drowls now he jebbered clong almout as fust as Gaxy Cooper. Ghe
rusical "Hmmemem-rrm-rm?? was sone too, but it was nice seeing even this stream-
Yined, healthy and vigorous hckemam agein:

He introdced me to 2 young Gervan fon called Reiner Elsfeld, whis veg later to
dstinguish himself as an after-dimer gpeaker;, @d to Bob & Barbara Silverbverg. 1
seid excitedly, "Not the Robert silververg vhose atory was printed w;side down be-
hind mine in the letest Ace podketbook?" just before ha pot in 8 similar question.
Barbara Silverberg I found to be & very nice girl with a lively sense oi mmour
vho possessed the good taste © laough at :ost of my jokes. 3u2 does not loak like
one of the three specialists in an abstruse section of electronicas. Dol Silverberg
is young, intelligent, blackhaired and good-looking in & vaguely neanderthzl sort
of vay, and his face seems to fall naturelly into & scowl, Thiz, he exnlained care-
Tully, is because his face muscles are corsiracted thet way eand it ig acuiely pain-
ful for him tec 1lift the comers of his mouth, lic was destined to go thmough the
Convention in constent agony. vhen soreone--usually me—mede 2 yun, the seovdl would
become @ sneer, and the Silverberg Sneer is a devagtating thing. lunmbly I asked if
~2ybe he could teach me to sneer like that and he seid hetd try.

*Come now; there might have been a2n eclinge of the qun.




Ve did not gness then at the awful consequinices this d mple request wus to
have, the mind-shattering weapon it wes to unloose. We s2id gooduye, having still
not decided who wes upaide down ith regard to vhich, promising to nect cbout
7.3 in the Globe...it being Thursdey night., I lefv %o gearch Gameges for occess-
ories for my train set.

The Glebe thet night raraing for me 2 niicy, saoky blur., I cinr rauember Ted
Comell and I plying coch other vith drinkg, onc cueh. I met Bobbic WHld, the
Convention Secretery, an efficimt, oviriciked wnd siightly horassed girl vho
seid she had insurcd herself se et che cculd vrap & certain person's blank
guitar rourd his blenk-blonk nceic v2th izpuaity. I widied her luck., Than there
were Joy Clorke end Ken & Fomcla Bulmer, €l locking &3 pretty and vivocious as
ever, except Ken. But Vind Clexie was 2 chocr., Gone vas the distinguished toffeo-
opple of yesteryear; in its ploce vag this sofi-spoken young petricrch with sane
strajghtoned—-out kid written ali over him,

Thaa there vas kir Wansborough ond iir Reongy.

The place teczme quickcly smokofilled and the fons overflowed into side borsg,
taen the billierd rocm, finally cuilling at intn the streed., There I voguely
ranaber & gutter brawl between the Siiverbergs cnd Boyd Racburn on the proper
ncthod of moking coffec, wrdeh Bob lefd tc test his smerican-Inglish vocabuliry
on mo., Vic talked ebout lifts @nd elevators, ticrn the Underground, the Tube 2nd
the Metro in Peris, when he suggested that the Undergreund in Irclond wes colled
tha liother Maguis I uscd cne of his owa meers cu hiz and left for the purer air
ingide,

Suddenly it wng "Time, Gontlema:, Plezse Wine and we were driven cnto the
strects again, A party of predeminently Lordcn fons fomed ond begen trokding
owey in & direction cpposite te thet in which ley the Underground stotion they
wore moking for, I mmoaged to carvinee them of their error and cventuclly we were
being borne hetel-wards, 4n argumant developed thon &s to which stedion---Ioncas-
tor Gote or Queensvy-——-vas ne2rect to the Nings Court. Half the fong pot out at
Loencestor Gete ond boohed derisively 2t those still on the train, who teohed beck.
Then the wezker villed types cn the trein had second thoughts ond got off hurried-
1y, vhile these of & similor digpositicn on the plotfom made o quidc dosh back
onto the troin, 4n intcresting situatien devcloped e e )
with the guard yolling "idnd the dorrath repent- | SRR, ¢
cdly ond the stid doors,..rubbder-covered,
luckily,..opening end cleosing with mugiezl
thunks cn fromish ems, legs end torooc:, e
Finclly ve 211, ccunting holves 'rd quorsers 4
thot ig, found oursclves on the Lmsuglor o o
Gote pletfem., It tumed out that the RRERAN S
necrest station to the hotel wos Baysvaser, T7 s

it wes about 2.30 vhen I went up %o 6y 5 2 R S ey :

Toom, to f£ind & gtill, emdciated Tigure . (/S Lb '5\\
occupying one of the three beds. I vent throupn i1ts lugeege quicklys; it conaisted
of four anazzy suits, tweniy—three ties, & cancrz and one hnmdred ond fifty twe-
coleur printed cards berring . the CId lomerd nmd cteling that the holder wes one
Stephan F.Selmltheis, after o fow menmis deowp eogitation I deeided thot the fig-
ure on the bed was Stove Setmlzheia, It bothered me somavhet thot it did not 2pp-
cor to brecthe, but I wanl to bed rigssuring rys.lf vith the wellkevn fact  that
4Arch-Goon John Berry is de2d from the neck up, 2nd it wes therefore conceiveble
thet the Cleveland Op vais cxtinet from the ccrviezl vertebive on dowr. 5



Hext moming the fi gure did not meve or Lreathe during the time I cresseq,
vnghed or shawved. 1t did, however, mike = slight smrkling sund vhen I inndvert-
ntly spilled scme of oy shaving weter on its hend. Greatly rclieved of this sign
of life I went down to breukfaat. 2

The few ccouprmts of the dining room ran heawily te bloc dshot cyes ond slow,
thick speech, with the exception of Mnry Dzicchowski...uh, yes...vhio cme dovn
Jonidng trim ond soert in o i-suit and enp. I eoncluded & e hed & roon on the
trp flecr. 1 left, noking o mentnd not: to say 'Gesundhei t1' thi nes tine 1
neand er nomz nationed.

After breckfogt the Silververgs and I went t¢ Les Fleod's smop. He hodn't got
~ coyy of the latest £ce Double, tut insisted on taking our pictures in o semi-
—stiff, badc—to-back pose. It tock hin o leng tine to geb uws arrenged just right,
Tt finclly we gt awey just before the crovd bgan threwirz peinies. “/e hended
for the Pritish ij;scum.

I spent tuc heurs weding throwgh meiant pottery, swmmies wnd pesinge stoans
bafore disc:vering the 2uful foet thot thiis vas not the ruseun which a attined 2
vinle flosr deveted to feronomtics. Pat I coneerded ny diszppoinbuent well, I
thought, bd ng contt nerely t- nale mewring remarks abeut cmpleoiist ncebble-
~collectors in the Gecl:ogy Seetion and trying b- deeide, in the Byptolosy Reom,
vhich of the cccuronts nost rescabled Geurge Charitery. 1t weg haxd te tell with
tacue bondwres.

Beb 3ilvirbers, in an ~tiant te instill in me the mdinments of cxcheolsony and
stuff like that, bigan givivg ne the histery of 4 ecllection of sani: turc 1ihiich
he wos Xeen to cxtmine e2licd the Elgin Larvles. Tuosc, it seamcd, eyl beon zur-
1~incd vhile the Gredks wore avay 1igiting ¢ oe war cr cther, "4, ™ I obscrved,
"o the Gruedes are nigsing some of their narbles." Thy did not spenls 4o e 2fter
thet exeept for mgzesting thot curely I hnd presents to by for ry fonily, ond
thoet they could reeormend some gond shops ot the other cnd of Loncon,

The hotel ves undergzing structurnl redecsreticn ona it wes ot wntil 5,30 on
Fridoy night, when the p2inters knccked off o1 the diy 'nd the wed:ond, thot the
coavention matbers were 2ble ic pemeate among cach ~ther sotisitet xily. Griuns
foxied, breke up @nd re-fomed 11l sver the plaee ond therc wis on atusgphere
tuilding up that I had never encounterad ot wny cawention beforc...emding, I
thiniz, from the fact that there were mw n: nonfang in the hetel o scaflfl o
Tise gyebrowe or otherwise anyly wet blunkets to the nroceudings

Around six o'eleck the laws of 1mndommess governing such things sclected four
people vhe were ungry oné arronged than to ceeupy the same squere yuxd of spoee
2t the sorme time, This I frund nysddf in eompony vith the fabulous Rory Itwlkner,
o gx2ll quiet girl colled Ruth O'Rourke and ry other roop-mate * | 2) ssivo rth, in
cn ftelian restourant for ten. Rory is o charming 99-iear old ex—dldozcr host-
ess vhe foirly rmdinted excitazent 2t bdng wble to nttendé the ¢ vl on, Her
heir is white but it is impossible te thimk ef her 2g bzing s> moay yonry old.
duth O'Rourke wes 2n wncbtrusive person quring the coanvention until on he tlird
doy she crerted o fonrdid precodent by going on 2 pilgrinage b the dhrine at
tindulnghom, cousing some anxicty o Roay, Bebbie Wild and others vhie thoueht she
hnd been spirited 2wey te Baenog sirves or Srinbm ond notiffed the palice. Mot 21l
theso things were otill in the future thot Fridey night, 2nd e anly cled on our
horigorn wag kal, who insisted on jwming &riinususly during the zews in The cone
versttion vhin 1 vaan't cuming eontirucusly. Degpite shds it wos o oo e% anjoysble
nctl; though in ny etse 2 1ittle bit dalaycGee...

*Pegers he nems other than Steve Sekultheis, honost,



Jaile the others guzzled and slurped over welrd-sounding dishes like ravioli
and pistachio I had been impatiently waiting for 2 lettuce and tomabo "sandwich.
As time wore on and I begon to nibble at the salt ccllar Mal sugnested that per-
heps the management were hoandpicking the ingredients on account of vhe I wos,
Hother tarxtly I replied thet they were obviously growing o lettuce and 2 tomato
for me gpecial, lial considered this for 2 few minutes, and egreed thoat whilc the
hypothesis was esgentially correct, I hoad nyglected to include in my theoxy the
faet thot the management came of & winmblooded ond kindhearted Medittercmoan
roce md were obviously woiting until the lettuce and the tomato dicd of old oge
before tearing than from their eorthy home and parent plont respoctively. I told
hin I snt corrected.

When the sandwish did arrive it wos cheese and oniom, and I had to rush to get
back in time for the press conference.

The only incidents I cen remember were hearing Rory tallkk fen sleng to o be-
wildered joumalist and Jokm W,Compbell under fire from four reportexs ot the
scame time who were trying to get him rattled. The way he had them on the defens-
ive vithin tvo minutes wes masterly., I wes interviewed 2bout this time oy o
drovling, potronising joumalist 1o inked me somevhet, Using my 14 yeors exper-
imee of dealing vith irate customers vhose suits don't fit I deftly svitched
roles wntil I was gdb ting such details as the school he attended ond his public-
ation's officiel and unofficial circulation figures.* After this I cte prci:zcls
with & nonchalant air snd sneered out at Chuck Harris through the gloss door of
the lounge vhere the press conference was being held. Horris, as a foke pro whe
has refused to cash the seven-and-tenpermy chegue he received for his one and
genly professional sale, wng excluded from such sugust company as me ond Johm V.,

mpbell.

The press conference tumed ocut to be
vegted effort becouse no publicity whatever
came of it. Probably the reporters had been
plied with so mamy drinks that they could
rot ranember the answers to the questions
they hod asked---or even the questions.

Round. 2bout nine o'clock---the progrem
already showed signsof minning late though
we couldn't prove it because it hadn't
been issued yet---we were shooed by members
of the comittee into the hall. Here the
ceremoniel gavel and elonker thing were i Gl
hended over by Deve Kyle to Ted Camell, after which the new Cha::.mc.n told us
there would be no further officizl sessions until tomoxrow and we were free to
mix ond ta)k and weke friends. Feeling & little guilty because we had jumped the
gun and been doing just that for the last doy ond o half, we slunk ocut ond begon
pernecting agein, Mol and I heving decided thet we had been heving socicl inter-
course in sin and thet these extrn-legal and unofficisl friemdships would hove to
Ye ratified as quickly as possible, We are cssentially ethical types ond, speak-
ing as o mon with & morried wife and child, I don't hold with that sort of thing.

Suddenly it vas one o'clock im the morning and pe ple were acturlly going to
bed! I rushed to find Wolter to have this terrible thing expleined to me, T
found Walter & hindeleine thinking about going to bed, end Ken and Pemelc ond
Chuck ond Arthur and proctically everybody. Apporently it was customexy to go to

*Remind me to tell you about the time when Jemes, at home with & cold, 7
sold 2 guit to the vecuum cleaner salesmon,




bed on the first night of a convention to have strangth for the succeeding nights.
Zial and I hung 8round to sec if anyone else subscribed to this heresy and found
that they did, Sorrowfully we retired to our room vhere we found Stove Schultheis
2lready asleep...l use the vord loosely. I tock Mel on a conducted tour of the
sleeping Schultheis, pointing cut the cavemous checks, the airken eyes cnd the
vellow shrunken skin, lial wes impresscd, We discussed the edviszbility of drivh g
& vernished chair leg through its hetrt but decided against it becouse of the
likelihood of our bdng tilled for the cheir, We vaited until 2,30 votcehing to
see if Steve would breathe---cither in or out, v weren't herd to pletsc-——then
went to bed, breathless.

A THE NEXT DAY, SATURDAY, there ves cnother
fine vatlery of bloodshnt eyes ot break-
fagt, :al hod gone to mect his vife, Shci-
1z, vho wea to join him th2t moming, but
the Scimltheis thing was sHll moldng lile
the undead, I ron down Viclter; llodcleine,
Chuck & Arthur Thomson in tho upsicirs
loungt and Lrthmr introduced me to & foul-

doms 1y corrosive drink comprised of tonic vet-
b er end Disprin vhich tasted liko 2 mixture

*t of cpmonit and quinine. After & bit I left
to nose about the other lounges, fisuring
NN A that as 1 wos supposed to be deing & re-
;}3& port I ought to know vhat vas going on.

In the lobby I was introduced to Vielly Vieber agein., I hed hed this norticuler
person introduced to me several times before, but hed not yet scen vihat he locked
likew--in foct I newver expected to see Weber. The first few times we hod met I
had tried, how I h2d tried, but the introducer hod only got os far og "This is
Wally Web--" when the Seattle fon's flash camere would explode in & blaze of
sefiring rodiation vhich immedintely bleached the visual purple in the eyebolls
of everyone within fifty yerds. Everybody had met Weber but nobody hod cetuclly
seen him, so0 this time I antomaticelly closed my cyes vhen we met ond noted with
grim 2musement the vey my eyelids tumed bright pink 2s his flash tried voinly
%o blind me agein, I hed decided that the only defence cgoinst Vieber vwos o vhite
stidk md black spectacles, I blundered on into the lounge.

The place wag fuirly crowded and 1 caught sight of the Silverbergs tolldng to
scmecne vhoge brond back wes townrds me. 1 sneered & grecting and suddenly found
nyself confronted by the equally brozd-sheuldered front of no less & persontge
thoa John W.Coampbell himsgelf, I got the sneer viped off just irn time, shodk honds
end fought en overvhelming urge to bump ny forchend threc times 2gainat thae
floor, Eat our Guest of Honour tumed out to ve & pleasant ond quite uncondesc~
anding type of person, & grert 2mizable bear of & m2n vhose conversttion tnd mind
processes were either stimuleting or over-stimulating, tut never anll, I rememb-
er 2n incident which ocourred on the last doy of the canvention vhen iir Campbell
o8 giving atalk on psionics. A certain femfon with & comere hod been moving up
and dovn the ~isle and to oand fro along lines of seats, jodieying for position
to get. 2 good shot of him up on the stoge. He must have been noticing this, 21—
though it had no effect or his delivery, for just as the girl demon photogrepher
vos ebout to snop her shutter he broke off to point ocut that she woeuld obicin 2
better picture without that metel ooy over her lens, The remark wos delivered
cosuzlly end vd thout sarcasm, and the incident pssed almost unnoticed without

8 cnbarrasanent to the girl,



plea.se

Jir Campbell also remembered armd complimented me on the one and only story I
sold him, three yeurs &go., This mezns that he ecan have three wishes, one eighth
of my literary estate ond my dougnter's hind vhen she grows up, cnd il anyone
soys an unkind word sbouit him in my presence it vill meen plonkers at 6 poces.

I engoged in desultory shoutad conversation vith lir Cmapbell and the Silver-
bergs for a few minutes---tne shouting being necessary because of the background
jozz masic blaring from loudspeskers scattered around the place——then left to
rost my efr percussion section. The only people who werc chatting comfortcbly in
thot loumge were tve.cther loud speckers, Moskowitz end Duncombe. s55 &

4t 1,15 the luncheen veis suppesed to stert, tat it 7 7
s considercbly later thon this before cveryonc had
found his se@t---so much so that’ therc was o suggest- 7
ion going round our table cbout the advisability of
slipping out for something to eat. 1 disecvered on
toldng iy seet that the anpty spoce next to me vas
reserved for no less o persen (?) than dally Flash
Weber., I shut my eyes cut of shoer reflox, then
thought that at last I might get to see this Weber
beccuse it wos foirly likely that he could net use
his flash cazer® vhile viglding 2 knife and ferk.” N
Then scmebady mudged me and s2id "Weber's coming!" o oosE .

Through the doer of the dining hall cone Vcber's
copere, Weber's wdam's epple and Weber idmself in that
order. In the flesh, vhat there wog of it, he turned
out to be & beney, blonde-haired drawling thing with a
devogtating btut cecnomical sense of humeur, tell cnougb
to qualify for Irish Fandom. On the other side of Vinlly
vers H.Berm Piper 24nd his vife, I asked hin if hic ves
H.B.Fyfe,...0r maybe on second thoughts it vas I, I, fyfe
and his wife and I esked him if he vos h,3ctm Piper,
anyway, he said no.

According tc the mem, the Queen was to be proposed by ilr Wynéhen cnd seeing
the shocked look beginning te fomm on w2lly Weber's fhce I reminded him caickly
thnt the Queen was merried to some friend of Chuck Horris's apd thot it ves
merely Her Health that was being proposed. Weber nodded slowly, seying, "Yon, I
ve.s vorried..." Ve rose; bellowed "The Oueen!" and locked round for o firenloce
To hurl our glasses 2t, Therc vas none, o wa sat dowm, From somevhere o glight-
1y 2vied fmerican veice observed thet this was the first time 2 sciconce fiction
corvention vonquet had opened vith a sericus honest-to-geodness tonst to Her
ety

I don't remember much cbout the specches except SRR
thot they were good---I veis busy mest of tho tine e SRS
trying to attraet writresses' cttention in on eff- o —
crt to get some food for the frint, emeciated ond S
starving Weber, Veber's place hid bean sct on the \ ’\\_f
comer of our table, the extct eorner. It looked _X B
such an improbtble position to eat 2t that the
gerving staff must have concludad thet he was o \
goteernsher vho hnd brought aleng his own cutlery. ) 4
vhen he hed eventuclly been scrved, hewever, I : ? i \

-21d him———in strictest confidence---thet that i \ =3 NS




place had really been mine, tut thit I hoad changed positions bufore e ctwme in.

he thenked me for telling him ond cssured me gravely thet my coafideice tould be

respected, for he could well understand that if word of this should get 4o ieber

there might be 2 certoin amount of unplecsantness. " -
HiE GoT TV DFeve £ Burng

Somctine during the course..or five ccurges FeoM THe  Fursdidounds
..of the luncheon somebody pinchea the officitl KD wuew we mave mr
govel md clonker, =

SOELCH AT TRE  EugueT |

&11 the telking hed mode us hungry 2gnin,
s¢ & porty compriging the Bulmers, tae - My
Kyles, Ferxry, Bert Campbell, Brian &lldis,
Steve Schultheis and myself went to the
Italion restourent again, Bort wes in rore
fom, setting himself the tagk cf mzking the
lody members of the party blush and kcecping
than blushing indcfinitely, ol without
ntking & single improper aaggestion. He did
it o, his dialoguc going something likes ; ‘

“...Llodk, she's blushing! Pm's blushing, Arcntt you blushing, Fm? Thot's right,
éon'v fight this thing, blush!® Then in 2 gmorth seductive voice, "“Therets such
& lovely blush comes tc your dopask chedk whon you blush. Doan you weon, hlash!”
Vexy scen Pemela Bulmer ‘nd Ruth Kyle wire both Blusking furiously, tho Scrt
agtounded.,or 2uthentiented.,oven hinself oy moking Deve Xyle blush! I et re-
nazber vhzt I had for tee on that cccasion,*

when I g2t back to the hotel Storc Schmltheis fecosted me on the steirs. His
mouth held & lopsided leer, the brim of hig hat wes yanked down ond over his
beautiful grey and silver speckled suit therc hung a2 ghostly imego of o Goon-
type dirty rainecoet, He s2id, "Lissen, thite..."---the GDA nover proncunccs the
'Elewat, Jirthur and me h2s cocked somethin' up, sve. Ve vant ya, up in the roem
in ten minutes, huh?" I shrugged 2nd sndd "Oui." He s2id, “Yesh, just mc on' ars
and you” I sedd , "0.K.", Yeu have to tronslate everything for scuc po plo.x

I minutes later I wz ked inte Reom 33 to find Stove cpd arthur putiizg the
nissing gevel end clonker into en empty Klemex bex. I soid, “Heh, so it ws the
GDa who stole the gawel..,!" arthur Thomson sprmg to his feet, daying it hotly.
Stere Schultheis poked tissue paper inte the box to keep the contmts from mtt-
ling ond denied it coldly. Hiseing in traditionel Goen fighion he begrn o £ill
me in on the beekground,

The vey Schmltheis told it, he h2d sen the gavael mnd clonker digoppetyr and
hod seized this opportunity to solve the cige Y coffering Dave Kyle the scrvices
of thec Goon Defective bgimgy to retricve the missipg erticles. Xyle, in o woak
momant, aceecpted mnd hmded over o cash rctainer totelling one halfrowy, in
sterling. Stove now vanted to moke a producticn mumber out of the rtourm of the
gevel and, thinking of yours truly and his weakness fer guns, kneow jusit how io
do i%.

Yhen I hoad henxd him ont I stated thot I wuld participote in hig plon o tvo
condi tions, One vos that antigoon, 2s the fearless chhmpion of right cad the
scourge of the GDA, would nuver stoop o gevdl-pinching, & it wuid howe © be
& pscudo-antigoon vhe weg blamed. Secondly, I must get the gun thet fired soven
shots, not one of the six-ghcoters. The GDA operatives cgreed, ond ve gt down
to detedils.,

*There vos & red iidss in front of your gyes?
**1t veg Jomea vho = his retum from Peris uttercd the fmous
“O brquote: "what's the good of specking French if evoryonce lmows
vhet you're saying?!



This it was thet at 6,30 1 ves seated in the main hall vith 2 brief-ctse con-
toining the missing gevel bolanced on my knee. The place was crovided nd the
crowd restive a2t the delsy in the progrom. Cemell, who had alrecdy beern briefed
on the operation, mounted the restrum. He delivered his lines well, cnmouncing
that the delay had bucn eausad bty the theft of the official govel, The Convent-
ion could not proceed vithout it, he wont on in a voice throbuoing vith suppross—
cd emotion, wt the scrvices of 2 well knewm detective azency...not tiie F3I tut
one cf similer repute..hrd been engegad to recover it., The orgtnisction wag the

-

Gocn Defective Agency ond & report vas cxpested &t ony moment,

At that instant a report rong out from

be teck of the h'lll vhire Goon Arthur Thom-
-n, drcssed in i) Lshworth's militory
rainecat, fired a shot from 2 blank cort-
ridgc pistol borrowed from Shel Derctchin,
liel's raincoat vas six gizes too big for
Arthur, =nd all I could sec of him wes his
choes and the tip of his nose, plus o lit-
1¢ heir, This first shot ves the cue for ne
W jump te my feet, Immcdiztely, srthur
shcuted, '"Stop, Jmes White, vile pre and C-'
~get of Antigeen!" I snarled, pulled cut -2

e pistel lent me Yy Boyd Recbum and ¢ ¢

retumed fire, rcebreating down the contre “//

nisle with the brief ensce mpged to ry # - ‘ :
gide., In the confined gpace of the hall the flnng wig incredibly loud ".nd. drom-
2tic, There vasg an instent's shocked wlence, then mingled checrs ond beons arose

~g those present chese sides in the battle.

I retrented slowly to the foot of the
stage, then Steve Schultheis cerme vlast-
T oing out fionm & side door. Cought in the
\ deadly ermssfire, I snaried, snecred and
sp2t (I wos oud of ammunition by this
time), than stm gercd, recled mnud coll-
apsed drmmaticnlly en the floor...after
hwing dustcd & scelion vath my hrnadker-
chicf. .. dth oy nend resting on the
briuf-ease, srthur Thomson doshed up,
ne a phoney little speceh chout the
GDA nlvzys vinming and plonkercd ne on
the forchecd to finish ne off, Stave
/ moiched awny the bricf-ecsc so quickly
vi thet my head bLouneed on the fleor, and I
heard hin hunding the gowel to Camell
vita o spiel obout the glorious GDA. It
woa 2% thls poins thoat the enrefully
plinned eperasion bogan to ot 2ll fouled
Wi

Ethel Lindsey, o rurse md o very nicc pers:n vho hag wifartunctely been led
cstroy by Jon Berry, was sipposed te oppear thon, toie npr pulsc and 't:e*-)cr"turc
ond help me stegger off the seane. Instad Unetnieal Lindsty whs stmding on 2
choir with e GDA badge stating that she ves Stevhan 7, Schaltheis nimmed to ‘1or
chest, hocting mmd serecning "Down with antigeem!® And Shel Deretchin, i had ne
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e o pley whatever excent leuunp’ pistols, buemme overcowe voua cxelonels
rnd dn.;hed cut ma begm drngging me off by the feet. =t thiz point Lrier Thew-
son, out cf respect for sy sult if ot for me, grebbed my om\.r end rnd liftcd
me clenr of the ground. 1 didn't think it wes possible for the reiotively dimin-
utive srthur Themsen tc carry e herwy end
of 2 feurteen stone wotlding like myaself, but
e gaic it. For hnlf an hour afterwards, how-
sver, he locked ns if he hzd been shot 17 :
times instcerd of me. \J

The GDi-sntigoen gun battle wns suprcscd 6o
tc be o surprise itaa and it wvaes.* So ruch
20 thot quite a lot of pecrle in the lounge
migsod it, These, I faumd out later, hod
henrd the gunfirc reverberiting throunegh the
hotal opd het put it dovn o Swm Meskowits
hwing an atteck of hicaiss.

76 NEVER BEEN Qv
THE SAME IPLANE ;
SINCE  MockowiTz g
4 tolk on 2 ner plineterium followed, then // SHSUTERERT- T 5.

en maction, I missed both besouse 101 =na I, LAST S pizMRER \:
corm:igaioned to wvrite conrencrts, hid gone

out pernecting 2grin in an offert to dicewer sonething drématic cxr scondalous.
Bveryone wois enjoying himgelf I‘:u{mly, yet somchow cotrived t¢ be well bdwved,
Out of shoer boredem I pluckted o srell Lloca from one of the ,x.n,,r Tlorol decor-
2iong md studk it in oy Igpel. C.n'cf‘ully then I raminded Mal ot I Ind beon
shot and thot the Jrmes White he Mmew ond leved was dead, b this, T nded tri-
wphntly as I pushed the flower in oy lepel towards him, wis nmy wein-cornotion!

I left Ashworth suffering from o sudnen mrleise as 1 spotted Peter Phillips.
L went g to him respectfally, stetdicd him, then tried the seme nun or hin, IIr
Phillips stoggered brck agringt the will, then he stroighiened wpy, *hrew bock
hiag sheulders =né fer the first tine in ny 1:nox1eugc of hin he vnv cietr cxound
the edges. He soid distinetly: "y Ghod man, wou've shocced me sobex! - hoie
you!" Then hc groobed for the shoulder of 2 prssing wiitress wd vegn o sab.

4n hour or so later the BEC IV unit routed & aeiffle grovy foor the o

lounge 2s crmeras wnd equiyment began woving ia, The fincy dress cwodiwaes vere
hurriedly domned ~nd the BBC begon 2 long series cf filned interviews.® Ifotn-
viitle & bandof surprising hnlllumc‘. hed replaced the aucHoneer in the hiell and
doneing comrenced--er meybe it would be more corrcet to sy mixeG wroemiling ox
riythmic mayhaz: that bmd rerlly despotched those muplcs. I ¢ty xuacnber
much of vhet hopnened aefter that cxeept thit I was enjoying nysclf, I o raeab~
cr however one pomt vhere I tried to 1721k Fob Silverberg inlo stropping our-

selves back to back wnd entering the masquernde party as our Ace Double. sub Bob
scid he wented tc think it over, and as I left him I eow ln toelddvg cormestly
witli Borb2re ond some members of the Cammittee. Loter he told rie it gricved hin
torribly, bat he couldn't do it becuse his vdife hed been pickeu os onc of the
Judzes ™d it wuld be unethienl, I hinted that moybe the veol trouble wos that
ke hod naver been tought 2t school tc welk becdnzrison his héndis, snecred nolitce—

1y ~nd withdrew, N
The bmd pocked up 2t 2,30 R O)
ond hiri Dzicchowaid, lLicl & I {

vho hed been listaning to tham J/\I/ 3L vm W J},\ = e

from cloac up, went back along
*¥fven to the Progrom Committee, alns.
*¥ith the Kyles, Dietzes, JWCarypbell, Rory Foulluer, John
Brumner, Jeon Bogert and others. I made & sound tone of the
broadeast, vhich Roxy Fmlkncr now has.+



intc the curtained-off section used as & dining room. 4As we tremped clong the
ecrpeted floor we noticed that elrendy things hod been set out foxr breckfast.
Sudéenly we were cceosted by 2 night porter who told us politely but fimly not
to come threugh this rocm again. He gravely gove the reason for thisg interdict:
we were getting dust in the cornrflzkes.

We three despoilers of pure @nd innocent
cornflekes slunk awey, trying not to raige
2 cloud that would increise the poismous
dust follout, S

“““““““

The am2ll lounge, where we found ourselves \
next, wes well filled...most of Irish Fendom, %3557
the Balmers, Boyd Reebum =nd Peter Phillips O3e¥
being same of the pecrle present. 3oyd Reeburn
wes apparently being introduced ts the loenld
gport of mogging by Pamela Bulmer, chaperoncd °
by her fond msbend wlo was supplying the fog,
Peter Phillips, oncc mere fuzzy round the cdges, : D
wos oyeding the process owlishly ond pullang, or ot leist banding, Zoyd's leg.
There wes no ham intended, of coursc, but Beyd's leg wes kot built te bond that
wey. I cdmired the way Boyd kept contrel of ond Chuck Herris temircted wint
cculd heve been en avkwerd ineident. But immediately after this Phillins storted
Playing & hommoniea, quite brilliently, with his left leg vrepred around his
neck, Then he pransed A soxrt of nusical bapnister which he ecalled & recorder and
begen te ploy that as well, md at the seme time. At this point he fell off the
t.able. After tottering to his feet he stated gravely thet the discerd hie bnd
Just zreduced had been ane to the homacnicr and the recorder howing boen in diff-
erent koys: then he recled avey, burping the doorvey on both sides os he left,

::‘ 9 ‘-//

It is impossible to describe or to dislike Peter Phillips.

Jiﬁ\wh Seme hercties among those present begon sugpesting thot we
& go to beds Mal and I left for o patrel of the other lounges
/\v B o] C in on attaapt to find something reportable for our promised

‘ >/ o cearcports, The BBC and the masqueraders were still occupying
\//\Jl ensemble including guitarists Dan lorgan & Jolm {Hymon) Kipp-

§ one lcunge; another skiffle group had started in another, the

ax, In the lobby John W.Campbell was deep in an &y -arently
philosophical discussion vith Rainer Elsfeld and cnother Ger-
men fon who seaned to know no English, Rainer wos tiunslating
both ways and the result was sheer Merx Brothers. In another
lounge & large group contzined such people 2s Forry, the
Dietzes, Bert Cempbell, Steve Schultheis ond Bob ledle, &t the moment they seem-
¢l To be discussing cars., Ve left and came back full circle to the satll lounge,
vhere Walter vAs alone in front of o typer doing an airlettercd rcport for Len
sorfatt, Ve discussed the discovery by Chuck Harris end Walter of the fabalous

Ray Nelson, who hed been at the convention for twe days without anyone recognis-
ing him, then Kadeleine appeared ond lugged Welter off to bed,

The BEC mer hod now spent severnl hours collecting metericl for vact could be
no more than & five mimute spot on their "Tonight" progrem, end they were still
a2t it. The skiffle gmup hed exhrusted themselves end gone, but therce ves 2 Imd-
dle of fons round the dckemman-Dietz-lindle group in the corner of the lorge
lounge, and George ATW Cherters was benevolently overseeing a pokor gone betv.-eerm“ 3



Ror Bermett, o very nice girl whose néme I didn't get vho was Ted Comcll's
seeretary at Nove, Peter Phillips and some nomcless cothors, Somehow iicl mnd I
found ourselves in & party containing the Silverbergs, Arthur Thomsen, Ellis
liills =nd a2t some distance Welly Weber., I remember &4 one point & curious Yower
of Babel effect overtakimg us. aArthur suddenly begaa spesking altemite sente-
ences vith e Cocdmey and a broad Scottish 2ceens, Ellisg's and Wolly's voices
were definitely doing peculiar things, I vas brecking into Wally's Vestem
drewl znd Bob Silverberg was specking pure North Ivigh, I'm sure this ves the
firgt time anything like this heppened, probably because there hag never been
& convention like thig before., I could see the light of madness begimming to
grow in Barbera Silverberg's eyes as she protested wildly, “Bob, stop it! Ple2se
stop it! You're putting question marks everyvhere, like him! You're beginning
to 1ilt.l L !"

4 couple of hours leter the Silverbergs, after nearly felling on their foces
2 couple of times, dregged themselves off to their zocm. I was begimming to feel
tired, s wea Mal, but nothing could heve ot us away from that conversation or
those people then, Weber was not technically a member of this group, becounge he
ingisted on sitting three yards away from the rest of us so that he cowld pre-
tend not % be with us when the level of punning got too low, He also kept re-
minding Me) and me of how nice it would feel to lie dowvm in 2 lovely soft bed.
The fiend. To countersct this, I suggested to Mal that we go up to ouwr room end
dunk our heads in the vash-bagin, This ve 434. and as wo were leaving we paused
at the door and locked back at our beds lying there so scductively and smgly.
We snepped our fingers &t them, and sneered, They wilted, visibly.

It was at this moment that we felt that history wes being made, that whot we
had done was no empty gesture tut an actual wespon of war., After ¢ sneer like
that, vhy, going to bed would be tentemount to fretemising vith the enany, It
hed bean 8t that moment that the art and sciunce of Panceronics come into being,
the foundetion of an antire new field of knovledge. Put just then we vere too
tired to foresee this: proudly and kind of humbly we retumed to the loungo.

Georgo Chorters, who had booked into a hotel 3 miles ewey so thot he could
be surc of gebting his sleep, was still perched benignly on & teble votching
tn extremely fuzzy Peter Phillips teking his conticus ond sober fellow pleysrs
to the cleaners. 4dbout this time, roughly 6am, the BBC techniciens begen to
evecuate the hotel. Friendly jeers followed them and scmebody shouted “Yah,
wozkclings! " Someone pulled the curtain asgide to see them off, and doylicht was
revecled outaide. 4 tired, rogged tnh triumphent cheer went ups we had done it!

Eat there were those wao hzxd fought the great fight only to f111 by the way-
side. N,t into bed had they gone, nt ingterd hod strmgeled to the last,
finally to tumble unconscious across tables, onto chairs and into come
ers. One such vas en indeiatigable md somevhat mercenery photogrepher,
N & naturalised Czech with the fine old Behaaizn naze of Peter Vest.
d% ,CV Somebody put forvard the idea of takirng nis picture vith his own
O camera, then weiting to sce how much e vould ecaargs himself for
& it when it veg developed. Rut as he wvag crmedling his aoporctus
like & baby as he slept we hudnit the heort.

=

Neor us, fziner Elsfeld wus stretched oat on the floor,
snoring gently. Artlur rose, took o long lily-lilke flow
er from & nedrby vase and advanced on the sleener with
the intartion of loying it on his chest., But the vase
had held vater amd the stem whs wet, with the res-
ult that Rain. o was abruptly foced with the




clivice between weking up or drowning in sis sleep, He chose the fomex ond os he
splunttered arthur nivped over teo the wll beside hin wnd sfood in o tnsed, drim-
otic pose, presscd flet cgadnst the wll with this flowr held cloft likte = loiran
engle or something, vhile Rniner looked 2rovnd him vith & sleepy lock = went
boclk to sleep vwith o puzzled exnression on his foce, After this arvimr corvantod
himself with putliing the lily in Poter West's noir

’f-?' AT 6. 453 THE CARD GALS UROS UP. Peter
y FPhillivs stoggered off to bed ond George
N charters, with gzuntle olde voride znem,
+ gtuted his intution of walking oick to
\ his hotel, adcing thet 2u he hod ;aid dor
A Wy “?\brcnd and beckfogt he congddered 1% his
}Q .’ bouno.m auty to go back nd muss vy the
7 broead. George does not usutlly get hia
,_7 S * words mixed uy, tut this .o the laicst
————n. had bewn up sincc tac time he povo his
: mother trouble vith his tecth Somcbody
found & trunpet nd 1et go & ocouple of
ki duous blats on it, The slecpers on
eh.iry, tobles mmd the Jloor jexrized feeo-
Ly =% the cull of this pscudo-Gobriel,
woke ond went to bed. Then the monogcr
sppesred vith » polite mnd regoncble re-
quegt fer the trumpet-playing to cetse on
= tccount of the carliness of thc lwur, the
people sleocping in the ne:t hoicl tnd the
i i obvious li.ek of abilify of tho picyir.
Scmchody S'rs.-'td if it nulu. b‘. pessible to obtain sandwiches and the moncger sdid
10, but breakfrst vould be scrved in on hour, There wis  immodistc noveamt
townrds the dining oo, tut the door wis locked and throug its gloss pomels we

cculd sce the rows of t.bles 1aid for brovkfnst, The comPilakes 4o e 40 HMOGT
i3, *

13 3un was saining brightly through the big windows on the w@n, brigdy 2nd
red-eyed faces of ihe dozen or so dichards vho had not gone tc bed. I o@w Arthur
24 .81 storing at me and I found myself staring bock at them, and we caie to id-
wtictl conclusions gimultuncously-~--we mugt look cg hoxrible and hogitré-looliing
Wwe others! ‘e decided to have o wash und snave before breunkfast despite it
Loowaing the logs of our places in the quauc.

“e went to avthur and Ghuck's rocm, arthur, vho had a devil i hizn since avout
st immediziely shoolr Ckmck awako and told hip the time. Chuck minwmcersiood,
now.ced out of bed and begon Cressing 1ndly, shouting "ileven o'clodn! Tlaven
o'clock! I've missed brezkfost ogein,...!" vhen Arthur explained thes it ves only
stvern ve had o rescuc hin cnd tolee Li- to our rocn, wndle izl ond I Toeshoncd up
sriimr,vho had nover seen ¢ Semiltheis ~sleop bc-foru, wig complot _l,v ingeincicd.
ide dAstppeored sudcl nly imto his ovn room and rotumed with Chuck 2ad o lawonada
vetile full of v dka und lime juicu. appurently he wented to hoid o weie.

ihe events of that Sunday moming ind «ftemnocn have gone nmazgzy. Hot thed I wous

tiret, mind you., Far fyom i%. iy mind wois elecr and alert ond I wog in Jine vhys-
22l shipe but for o tc—nd&ncy Tor =y legs net to do what they werc told. People

*E duﬁy Lnsvier, if wnerc over VG ONC, -|5



were wont to remark on the number of times I ran into door jambs or went up-
steirs on my knces. I do ramember, however, noting with sorrow the number of fans
with vhom I had shared the night's vigil vho had gone to sleep in etsy diairsg de-
spite the deafening backgrmound music of the taped jazz concert, Ellig IHlls was
lmushanedly snoring vith his mouth open, tut Wily Weber was pretending fo be a-
wveke vhile sneeking & gleep behind a propped-up newspaper. We woke him up, in-
formed him that we were on to his little game ond let him go back to sleep, It
seamed that ial, Arthur and I were the only onesg who were holding out, It ia a
proud ond dozy thing....

I cen remeaber the Silverbergs coming in, and Eob g
moering and waving & copy of The Times, stating that he 7/
we Top People end above walking on hisg hends, He then '
lifted o Kloenex vhich had been left lying on the table,
foldod it carefully and put it in his podcet, remexking
cosuelly, "I'm a completist”. Then there wes the time
Arthur Thomson got lost looking for & milk ber and I had to
tum Kensington Gardens around the other vay before he found h:.msalf e.g....m. Isfter
lunch there was the ceramony of St.Fenthony, ¢ truly inmposing piece of fommich
pegeantry, followed Yy a edoction of fanmeds films thet renged from very good to
brillirnt, The Tea Drinking Contest was concelled and a really mmzzing demonstr-
ation of hypnotism followed, all of which deserved des ription in detail, tut
Sundgy wes o rather telescoped day for me. George & I went out for tex ond met
«r & lirs Barry Harrison. Harry, vho wrote "Rock Diver', looks as if he might have
come from & long line of Germen generals mnd his voice is strictly fryom brcken
glass, ut he is one of the nicest people I've met, His vife is & smell, delic-
ately besutiful vomen who to my mind fits exactly the expression "A pexfect doll",
They have a 3-year-old little boy, well-mennered end by Americen movie stondards

etypical, vho was with tliem ot the Convention. We talked mostly cbout men's foshe-
ions tad the IRA.

q&f

Lrtmr had to start work in the moring and was teking leave
of us---lfal, Sheila, Steve and I, that was. He had brougni the
vodke and lime juice to give to us, stating thet he wes afreid
Chuck might run amok en it. Mel immediately sterted pouring out
farewell drinks into tooth glasses, and had two half-tumblers
filled before we could corvimce him that we weren't drinking that
. stuff, When even Sheile declined he knockad back both shots him-
ZTIL self, stating thet he didn't vt to throw it evay in cose it ate
a hole in the sewer pipes. arthur left and we went dovn to sce
the film, Kr Wonderbird.

At one point during the shpwing Mal remarked that he was fecling woozy. I re-
plicd thet this ves understandable. He was, after all, fighting & bottle: the
vodke vas winning ond he ves woozing., Sheila kidced me and asked Mel to tcke her
back torher hogtel.

After the film cvents tock ahectic tum when Ellis Mille imvited proeticnlly
overybody* up to Room 64 for a party. Vhen I arrived the place wes pocked should-
er to shoulder amd two deep, and intoxiceting-type boveroges were baing passed
out including o fanged cnd toloned liquid---some of the Polisk 140-proof vhite
spirit vhich had been used in the St.Fmtony investiture, I belicve-——vhich mode
211 othcr drinks seem soft. The room w&s so wioke-filled that Weber wvous using en

16 *Including ir & Mrs John ', Compbell, JWC didn't come of course, but

ves I heard delighted to have been asgked. In America it seans tho
fens don't invite him to parties.




intre~red flosi, . .or anybe that ves his nose ¥ » &kiffle group hed sov itoelf
orgisca on o bed, the cngamble comprising threc guitorg, @ hat bex . 1 wnn-
2led thingumy found under & bed.**Phe neise, cspeciclly after the singing stert-
¢d, vas hideous, Shertly after it had driven ¥on and myseli devm o e low e,
dong vith enother few fons interested in reteining their sense oi betring, “ac
noisc-makers were evicted. apperently Zllis had hed the bad luek to gov o room
inext to that of the hotel reccptianiat, vho had not hid any slecp for nenrly os
longz os Enolvond me. There was no wnpleasantness over the incident, boeruse the
reecptionist wes 2 nice girl ond nobody wented to make her miss hor slocn.s™*

It had been & very successful party until things had zot out of lond, and we
11l assured Ellis of that, The main thing I remembecr from it was 2l cnd I and
Silverberg demonstrating the art of the duello using the Puneer wozpon: we nade
the momentous discovery that (a) the only defence zgainst the panecr was to cross
one's ayes and (b) the only person vpresent vho could psneer with nis gyes crossed
vas Silverberg., &lsc at that perty an intelligent discerning your fneriemn celled
Uhyte—vith 2 'y'-~-ackted for my togrovh w4 culled me 3ir. I bocmie suddaaly
avere of ny three brovnish-grcy hairs, bat it ves nice gqgoboo twen o, %

Leter in the lounge we found oursilves in 2
group composed of Zthal Lindsy, ‘alter, iodeleine,
Zllis iidlls ~nd & few hazy othor people. We were
corrying oursclves vith the conscious superiority 3
of persons vho hwe shumed sleen for some 40 f AN
hours or more. Wo pmecred © little, practising
our teclmigue, 4% this point dully Weber arrived P
complete vith comarn ond aslcd vt ve werce doing. | j
we teld iim it ves = ner md abtle weapon we were
dweloping for veds =nd things, and he snid he '! |
would like to - photogroph it, We pancercd ot fall & ! /
strength, ir unison, intc his flagh, nolly coll- /\ = ‘%
cpscd im 2 heep om the flior. Struseling wenkly " D
to his feet he Lild hig ctmere to his enr and sheek it gently. "Heh, ' he soid’
padly, "Subtle? Roitlc rattle. Subtle, Hah hah." It wes about this tine ot the
others tock an interest in the smesr as a weavon ond begnn to svgwest Covelop-
ths; the long-renge sreer, the shot-zua aneur, the delayes—2etion encor, ths
Intoreentinenta] Ballistic Sncer, the Intermesienzl Stond-rd Sncer, preserved in
nerspox &t the Suithsenion Institute and so on. The lewly sncer beewiic e Psneer
ond the science of Panecrcnics came inte being, Vie exploined it 211 tz Bed Silv-
crberg later and he soleandy wowad his iwtm tion of selling it %o Crambell.,

ROIND LBOUT 4t QW Z0HDaY MORNING I toprn to Ieel def-
. initedy tired. I could tell becouse of ine vy I kept
niasing worda-— nole sentences sometinco-—ous ol the
conversution, by the increcsing freaqucacy wih which
oy yolids tludaed shot, wnd by the grenier fecta of
physical strencth nicessary to get tham open negain,

*unlly did so much vwalicing on beds i suggested next dzy the Jorrention
Comnittes worc going to dispense with admission ticksts and nerzly ex-
amine preople's fnces for his footprints, iiadeleine peinted out he was
viezring shoes, "VYeos," coid Wally, "I didn't want to get my ook dirty."

*¥Roscoe has given ne strangth to resist this temptation.

#*%Notl that wey, onywoy.

*1*%¥Doca't seem to have occourred to vimes he might Yove Do jetting doe-

unentary evidence he spd led his name differintiy. ‘]7



txcept for Arthur Thomsen it was the same gwoup who had talked through the previ-
ous night end moriing, though I thirk lia]l and I were the only ones vho had nct
veen to sleep since Fridey night. It was Wally Weber and Fllis Mills who, witn
45 minutes and 2 hours slcep under their belts respectively and thug brisht--gycd
and alert, were meking with the eparkling conversotion, Mal ond I bdrg contint
merely to nod now and then, Fortuzcicly we meneged to stiffen up eglin vefore our
L.J:E.S hit the table, I tried everything to stay oake, even going os for as mixiug
o deuble Tonic md Dispir., A& couple of times lial and I dregged ouxsclves up to
our room to sneer ot the beds, tut ve stopped doing it about 4,30 beeccuse the
ocds were begiming to sncer back, Schultheis vwas smugly dead in bed ozoin,

Round about 5 o'clock, o the bleary-eyed vu .nesses tell us, lMessrs Lshworth &
¥hite were renlly having it tough. 4pparently Mal vould collepse forverd end I
vould rmudge him aveke, then I would siccumb and he vwould do the stme for me - .rathe
er like those little Sviss figures that tow in and out of fongy torometers. ..al
Just couldn't go to bed vecouse he hed to eatch 2 bus ot 8am and he kmeov that if
he once went to bed nothing or nobody would shift him out of it. I mercly mm‘ccd
to sce another dowrr Lredcing, vhich proves what a poetic soul I've 1_;01:

A% @ quarter to six, they say, I was vmlkine up and dovm tke
lounge, obviously with the idea thet it was eusier to pretend to
be 2veke vhile moving, 4t ten to six I vas observed to pull
egide the window dropes to reveul a sy which vas otill dark--
ot o decided grey, I went upstairs.,

I'm told thet o few minutes later ninl mlled out of his chair
ints 2 heap on the floor. Somebody pinned & netice t him reading
"EAKEF:N" and left word at the desk to vake kim up for his bus,

1 awoke four hours later with a note from il pinned te my chest
(' denouncing me for heving telcen the roem key to bed wi'h me so that
I@ ha had had to go * 21l sortsof trouble o bretk In. Iz added some
stuff abtout how nice it vas neeling me #nd the otiier nmvers of Ir-

f ish Fendom, &nd maybe at Kettering next year....

That was the tone of the rest of the dey. Through the bvﬁlness
~-session thet moming, the queslion penel and +he Psionics tolit~—-
= handled interestirgly uy John I Caapbell vwith occruiontl tt,r in-
- terjections by tue redoubtible Erie ¥ ank Russell-~-therc wos a
" feeling of breaking up, People had lelt and wera leoving constantly.
mimeenS It was o sorry time. Some people were differant, of course, érthur
Tho.nuon h“ui found that the conventicn had made him unfit for work ond hed re-
joined the procecdings exrly on ionday moiming. ‘

£t 2bout 7pu the Bulmers, the Willis's end =rself ieft the hotel //’1 /

o visit Brocchem House, srilnr & Olive heving (o nvited e ‘: oIre for
suppGr. We had o very good time, Tt 2s I found myoolf noiuing cove
stantly when I forgot to keep pinching myself, I pieaded fovigue
and  left, plarning to be back ot the hotel in bed abeut 11, 3C.

Hoh! Frenk & Icile Dietz hod invited me to their purty and = [ | L
thougit it only polite %o tell them I wes sorsy I couldn't
£o, But to epologise I hed to join the perty, ard after I'd =
done that I found I most definitely did mot wons to leave  _<&
agein, There were some films of imerican conventions
shown, then Ted Carnell's movies taken vhile he vas Ty
. ~-7er there last year, He alsc showed an unfinighed . \\ ! é
IS L




travel-type film he wag, working on featuring the sights of London, vhicn display-
ed a photogrephing and/etéting ability which shook me., After this he produced his
movie caemere and nothing vould satisfy him but o long lingering shoi of Berbure
Silverberg's kneeceps. Bob Silverborg, unwilling I suppose to offend 2 source of
revenue, 8greed to her displaying the lower half of her legs. However; so that
Cernell in later yearg should not extrect too much lascivious delight from this
shot, Bob and I, vho were sitting on cither side of Borbera, also displaycd kneo-
ceps. Then Bob went one better by rolling up his slecves.

Robert Silverberg, you may or mzy not know, is the only person knovm to grow
2 long stragegly beard on each forearmm, In his case foream is voamed, rot wemed,

After 21l my good resolutions it was 4,30 vhen I went to my room., Sieve Schul-
theig, who had als bemn at the perty, vwas just going to sleep. I kot him he'lf
avake until 5. % telling me vhaet had happened during my absence &t the Thomson's.
I must have been very tired because I can't rced my notes now, but apscrentil: o
lot of people s2id nice things @bout the Comittee; there was a little presentat-
ion to Frenk & Belle Dietz, and Harry Herrison eppeared with some sort of petit-
ion involving the payment of Dave & Ruth Xyle's fere home 2s & wedding present.
Ted Tubb conducted his one and only auction of the Convention. I'm re2lly sorry
I missed that,

CH SECOND THOUGHI I'm not sure that the Con-
Vention did end on iMondey night. The time
¥ally Weber snd I lost ourselves in Oxford
Gircus station and sezrched in vain for
Bither Green (a surfece stotion) in the
Underground system, even going so far es
to try to tuy o ticket there, was of a
picce with the happenings ot the Con. When
ve retumed from the Bulmers' thet Tuesday
thore were still gmups of fons in the hotel
lounge, telking and loughing for into the
ripght, and on V¥ednesdey morning, an hour
before I wos duc to fly home, I met some
fona for the very first timo. 4 week later,
es I wos storting to write this, Rory FPalk-
ner, Beyd Rzebum and Steve Schultheis were
in Belfast. There were parties in Oblique
tousge, the Berrysidence mmd the White House.
&%t ours Rory shocked 2nd delighted us by
sneering with her ¢yes crossed, the only
pity being that Silverberg was not presoent
to mcke 2 conteat out of it. Lven now the
spirit, the fecling, hangs on. One kceps
cxpecting someone-~-o late rotuming Americen
fen perheps---to drop in on us suddenly;

then the Fiftecenth Vierld Scicnee Fiction
Corvemtion, the very besgt convention @er,
will flare wp agrin,. ..,
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That distant thumping sowxl yoi Jear is me
beating my breagt in remorse. In case you
don't know the remorse owde, e message is
that I'm sorwy obout the HWiile I inflicteu
on James's oonreport, for those of yor wo
are haprily imocent of the more soxdid
menifestations of &«bnormal pgyrcmology, I
hed bester expléin first that this vorld
Convention s the Fiftexth, wd the
French for fifteen is 'quinze'. (I'a sure
even Jean Linzrd knows of the Kinsgy Rei~
ort.} &lso that, &lthough Jmzes wnfortun-~
ately omitted to menbtion it m extruondin-
ory numbar of 3o ple¢ lost tacir voizcs ofv-
er the Convention, and quingy is o disense
affoeting the thmet, Jo tharcs i the im-
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W |S ) L/ ; portal words of Janes himsels on o previous
iLels oo —— — —'  auch occasion "It's not good, tub it's
obscurc,"

The only cxcuse I cn offar i thot I ¢id try very hord to think of saacthing
clse, Other potentinl titles included HEANWHILE RFACK IN THz Q&R LOUNGE, OLDE
WORLLECON, SWEET FIFTEEN, THX RETHE.T FROM MOSKOWITZ, KINGS COURT LAND COL. ONZRS,
raeR AND PSNZAR, CON FUSION, YNGY1 %.S i IOUNGE, TE YORLLCON MiBE Fl.&l J5D THE
DNIL cnd IUS? ON THE COXFL#KES., Ve liked the loab one best, thinking i venld
neke a fine refrein for a farmish folksong, but Mucker stole it from us in save
snetiky telepathic way. In cny cose none of than seanad to reclly swn p Hie mood
of the Convention, vhich vwas vnique in so meny complex weys, You wat samething to
woxe not only its ceswil, relawed, fricndly atmosphere Wt its clinmectic, historic
guality, sand it should contain some reiferences to thie fantestic swipmaent, like
the unreconstructed hotel and staff and thet cerridor-like corwven tion holl, sc ob-
viously made by Imocidng several smell woms together., (I don'g laww whot the one
ok the end had veen, but my seat hod 2 hole in the middle, )But the most iioriant
jxpression of all was how vonderfully the Europem nd smericn fms bles:ied to-
gother, Towarés the and I asked Ving Clark. vhat had strade hin most stwnsly sand
his casver wes "how wonderful it is to talk teo jenple I'd never scen; ond hove them
undgerstend because thoy hwe the stwre backgrouvna,™ That ves just the oy I raacmber
feding 2t the Chicon., after a few minutes it vus hard to bulicre thesc Lco;le
were nominelly fordign.rs, vic folt we'd known then all our lives. ..o o8 lecst, we
wantad to, Some day, ve must 21l meet again. Tthe vest thing is thel we con sty thz
rot fror the usuzl post-con frustration of having f2iled to tudi o the w:nle you
vwanted to meet, mut because those peovle are now friends vhiom you vent to neet og-
~in, Portly thanks to the Program Comrittee 'md partly thamks to that much moligned
hotel (bless you, Bobbic Wild) the =ff2ir wis A sturendous social success I rver-
ember fearing beforehand what the postoon renction might be--—you imov: Tio iy ev-
ery previous convention has seaned to wipe out n section of fundom, =4 aerc was
ene that could blast the whole thing out of existecnca——-dut thers sea: e hawe bom
no harmful after effects. Teke Tor instanes the testimony of

31D BIRCHEY, 1 Gloue- ihot ¢ vworldeoon thet was: I deed like o ncofon ofter foing
ester Ave., Lovens- to o snow like that, So miny Big Nopes I novernci half of
mdme, menchester 19 them. (In any case, I ecouldn't very woll owst trowd sying,
"T'm so-anc-so! 1o eviryonc. Soonar or loter I'd howe made o
horriblc bocb, As it was, I stood throc double vhisldos to o
TV ermezrasén by misteke, )
well, hore 1 an, full of 3aisc of wendor, 350t aowld 1



do nu.: 1've writtan w my conreyort, stuck all ny snypshots in the album, \ritien
toady letters to 2ll the fhneds I met, and I hove 2 helf built pd onics machine
dornsteirs, Things hove come to the big let-down. / = RN
uioybo vhot feandom needsg is an after-sales g o
service, 1 heard so many statistics from Sam
logitovitz about his readershiy survey thet
ncybe he hes one going already. & sort of
vost-Con Scrvice & Repairs Dopertment, to |
stop that fanmmish gpirit from evaporuting. |
If he has, here's one potentinl customer [ |
alresdy. Som, Sem, suesk to me! €'Sén, Sam,|
vide oor tha lioskovi*z'? Sorzy, Lmericens, |°
Inglish joke.} I em = mole reader fmom
Colunn 4, azbhead 2 of your survey chart, -
vhet should I & with my sense of wonder?
A pity ve didn't get together more,
out vith o gathering that size, it was
difficult to keepr the rooms still, didn't
you notice? And those continunl earth-
tranors, too. You renxlised, I toke it,
that if I was lying flot on the deck sone-
times it wos on 2ccount of the earth- :

R

. o EEARTINE:E PTGy
~tremors? ENext time, wesr o namebodge THEYIRE WOQRIED Tyl ™ g LY S . .
recding 'Clifford D. Seismic.} AR NesaiTo Tut GLegent Bogues | ThEY

Hovever I éid hove the plecsure of meesting you md ideleine, ard I hope that
ve shell meet 2gein. It vas just as you szid in CORCACT: a small group met, telked
ond formed into otler groups, leaving behind in its members the glow of 2 plecsant
corversation and the thought: "I really must keg in touch with s-arid-so novwr that
vie've finally met!.

You know, I hadn't realised until then, whet an entity Irish Fmdom wes! I mean
thet in no dispareging sense, lock you, nor aa I particulsrly given to fletiery, I
cen do no better than quote from some notes I made during the Corvenrtion. These
were an various topics and aspects vith which I had been impressed. &imong the notes
I find the following: "Compulsive fanning during Conj rapt fans in corners uyping
airletters {conreps?); the fmish chores in background-——continuous costing? TAFF
nectings: Irish Fondom's cohesion like the still centre of & whirlpool (cf vortex
of cantrifugel pump at Olympia)®,

I never enjoyed myself more ut toyy Cons fo oin o Goldwynism, it wes, for o
brief moment, epoch-mzking,

/e now come to HiB, whieh I $ould have written gbout long dnee, ¢ion't worry,
Sid. Some people 2ctunlly hoven't veitten yet!y It was m exceptionally bdright and
boungr issue, I thought, and f2ll of founish cheer--Bill Tample's Flet Dpisode
¢specielly, Coming streight to the leb ter ecolumn, I notice irchie Mercer exyress-
ing disbelief in Eric Frenk Russell, vinich is like not believing in Dlog. Ferson-
2lly, as one vho hod hoped to mcet srchie 2t the Convention——well, he wes booked
T occupy one third of our room--1 am entitled to doudbt hig existence. Beliwe nme,
oy o silent tear wos shed onto the forlorn off-vhite pillow labelled 'archic!
that weekend, as ve stood, or leamed, round the empty bedside. ind I lind owught
hin 2 special prosent, to be handed over at a golaan ceremony---a grazophone rec-
ord entitled "Beside liy Caravan" with a chunk out of it.

The record, not the caravan, clunks.

él?efore we go on with the readers' letters proper (or, in scame cases, Liproper) I'd
like to say thet 21though James has taken over this Hyphen, as he does every five
years, there is one reguler contritutor that Hyphen would not be the same vd.thout,
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San o bindidion's eole I'1L tole i oxbricl foom onc of 'das letiers cud c2ll it

ThHE GLA3S EUSHEL The other month it dawned on me that I vos pretty ignorant
Zob Shaw, 209-27th fve,  about poetry, sc I set to at the local librery cad hegon
Sz, Calgery, &lberta, 2 planned study. sy first step wes o mtke o list of @

Conadn hundred of the major inglish poets, noting the d&wes cf
their births ard deaths. This I set cut in the foxm of &
chart 1o the serle of 25" to thz century, sterting in the
14th caatury and oming wp o the presant doy almost., Eech
nan got & linc sbout o sixteanth of an indy thiek repres-
enting his life span, This w.a %o give me & picture of
tnglish poetry in o form vhere I could glonce of gy poet
armi see ab once vhere he e into the schaie orf things,
vho werc hig contemporarics and things like thot, It node
up inte 2 very beaatiful thing, Wt as I wes cofralcang
: it I noticed something very stringe, I had kept the chart

svmetnm.l as best I could and in its final fom it was exeetly the shoxe or &
nogeM snee yocxket!

I felt like one of those churicters in o stery who is sorting throush miscellan-
wus deta of some kind ™ma @1l of o suddon aiscovers some vorld-shoking trath, The
V2 shape wes there perfectly, complete vith the wide base fins and the =uwcller oncs
cbout helfvey up. This was the sort of thing that impressal Chnzles Fort, Just thirk
of 211 those pocta being bern, vriting, dvipg; und the end result of it oll béng
the silhouvette of & ster ship...

Saw your little piece about lighting coal fires in dbas 10, I wisi I hed kmovn
about the Willis Burbecued Conl hicthod  so thah it could hrve been included. I an
costing ebout for other subjects for similar monogrephs ot present bl I Inven't
come up with anything really suiteble. I was considering one on how different pewple
hop on md off bugses tut the tusca out herc sll have smeky-type dooxs vhich remein
cloged vhen the tus is moving, ord the people hare vouldn't have €l nccessary
frome of refarance to apprecinte it, It semms 2 pity though that tue Herby ieGill
teehnique should remain in obscunty. He vas a bock-kesper from Bzllymena vy could
not get it in®d his head that wvhen jumping off a ﬂ:ls’c—m:ﬂ.rln.= bus the trickc is, by
icking and yuding away from the back of the bus, to discard as rmch foruerd mom-
entum as wsszble before hithing the grownd., He always 1eayt fiom the gide, vhic
ig sweth:mg the real bus hoprer never @ es. The tus stop vas zbout 100 yards past
our office end it vos rignt outside the office theat Hervie md I always node our
Jumps, Using & really powerful kidc and push I used to kill areced scrfectly and hit
the ground at walking pace, ut Herbie, doubtless token by the iden of dlovd ing down
gradut)ly, used to hep off sidewgys 2t the sarme time tut retoin hic o axiy; on the
rai) ond run alongsa.dc the bus right vp to the stovn. The firast sart of this run ves
mede ot tresendous sneed curing vhich time licrbie p: presented the oprearnace of &
Imge reg which had accidentelly been moghed and vas flopping ebout in the vind.

whoet o o3 £ ~
IR d.f_’h ! X
Then there ves Campbell, who could not understma the S j\
theory of reletive speeds and decided thet os he jumped
owey frem the bus he chowld frce awgy from the tus end
thms hit the ground moving in the right dirccticn rel-
ative to the direction he jumped in, In vain T pleaded
with hinm lut like o philosopher danying the existence
of the matter he was made of, he put his plan into
action the next time we were on 2 tus. Briwely he
chose a moment wvhen the bus was doing dbout twenty Z =
and leaped off straight out from the boelk. 4t
this point T averted ny eres and whar I next M‘\ ‘\\‘\\M




ook, although the bus hac gne me disteonee from the point whcre {uzmbell 1irs
it, he vas lying an his back cn the ground almest below the platform, I zot off and
nelned him t¢ his feet and ve found that he vas ~lnest unhurt exeeost Uit the boeck
of his roineat vas wom &vsy in places vhere he hed beaxn bouncing “long e road
in the weke of the . bus,

Then there vas Inre Devil Gwynne vho botsted that he
could hop onto & tus at nny speed. I still recall vivid-
ly the evening on vhich he md I spotted our bus neering
n distint gtop up the rond from us. I ron ng fast as I
could ond mmeged te” beard it as it woes pulling ount:
then, to sy horrer, I sw th2t Guynne had hardly moved _ -
2t 2ll ond wis lecning nonchzlently on o sest in the =
middle distonce. I stayed on the plutHim to see vhat - -l
vould heppen. The bus ves doing sbout thirty when it
pessed Guymne, He threw himself =t it md, misjuaging S 4
ite speed, borely menoged to grab the back ril---2 fhr different moncurre twr the
rigid-vrist grip on the side roil which swings yu onto the bus vith mo ef.:ort at
211 exnd which he nd meont te d. Fora few frantic seconds ne tried muming tc
keep his feet but the bus ves toc fast md ne fowd himself vdth tvo homds on the
r2il md one elbew on the platformm beirg trailed cleng the ground, Vomen ond child-
ra: screfmeq, podestriens pointed, showers of sparks flew from the shorbles in his
gloes, his ezp blav avey ond vas lost, but in the midst of all this fury of sight
rd sound Guyme's face wes quite celm, It locked wp et me from its lowly positicon
several incies cbeve the platfom ord I looked dovn et it and, in thet moment,
Guynne ond I cormunicoted. His eyes seomed to say; "“You were right, Bob, I'll never
do this ogein.™ What o stronge little ingtant of time, vhat o perfeet little nenory!

XEN POTTER, 45 wWor- This piping voice from the almost deed indicates thet Lanc-
cester &ve,, Bower- aster Fandom is practically out of the Var Office's sphere
henm, Lencaster of influence, end revived again.

Lfter a hoarrowing wedding, attended by the Ashrmorths, and
after 2 week or o of absolute gafia in Paris, Irene and I
are now back in the froy and eager o get another Bram-
schluss out.

€I had to vrint thet for the description of “he hongrmeoon...
'Irene' is of course the veautiful and virtuous I}nt,llsh rose
vho 23 Irac Gore used to vrite nearly es god o5 Durbee.y

[Pt

Y HELSON, cfo im~ T have just finished reeding The Herp Stoteside...That gixd
cricm Ex Tress, vho gave you such a bad time et the Chicon is now m arty
Parig advence gutrd peetegs in Sen Franeisco. fbr o vivle che vas
trring teo ptss herself off as a lesbian, mt wdin thet didn't
vork she married another adavance guard poet and geve birth
to & mmoer of lovely little tattles, They axce separated now.

I 1lived with her for o week when I wes cut there, md &
2 mattyer chiek I never did sce, She was an har Lesvien veriod
N o8 the Wme, and in opder plc“se hor I hud ‘b: wez {;i.rls'
< nightgovns and perfume in bed | e - it
vdth her. Finwdly I h‘oc. o & s:'=--

» threw her out beczus
her dog, Pipe, wnos not housebreken. L3 we
parted I esked her, "o you hove my
message for me to carry beck te the

fon wrld?"' ang she seid, "Yes, tell =~ - :
inrlen Fllisn our engogim ot is off," R . 2 3
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313Gt Hestern 4. I'nm pegiming t¢ suspect the inpeccobility

Y s of your toste vwhen first I see you raintain-
gl W2 ing that all femne fons are pretty md sec-
ScesAnNG cnd, in the current voz (OiPAnag), that you
aetunlly prefer small, firn brezsts. When I sav thet I wets so
ozhrost thet T sxdd to RBetty, "Ghod, Willis must be slipping. He
stys he prefers anall firm bresds, like Sondy Smderson." To
vhich she replied, "Oh, I didn't Ymcw Sondy Stndersen had smell,
firn breasts.”....inyhow,.1've repcrted you tc the Califomian
connoisseur, .r Ym,Rosler, 8¢ be varned,

¢In the voz vhich started the current controversy in OiPA
I mexcly suggested thot Jayune iisnsficld and scxe of her
bosom pals werc deforued.-&s Ifor Rotsler's girls, it's .

obvicus that they a1l live in low~G conaitions. % &
Inquiries about joining QP4 should be addressed
tc The Fresid.nt, &VClarke, address the sume as : N
H.P, SARDEXSON Dok Wit Ne X
7 Inchrery 2d. e o ¢Tec hee, we kmow scmething about you,} I side with
CATFORD, Chuck, In fact I would ac even further and say thet I know of
London SE6H cenly one truly beautiful woman in fanden, but then I'm prejud-

iccd, {Evens no, I weuldn't sy that.} If pressed to ploce some-
one in seccnd ploce I might nominate Pat 2iilnes. énee Pat Doolvn, Fow, Frck Hilne,
vill you renew your sub?} It might be of interest t> ncte, in prasing, that Jom V.
Carr hos ne comments to make on the swoject.

1 ves vary cnused to reed that Erie the Bint hed henrd thet EFR hed coused o
stink, Cne tends tc vorry & little chout the mentel level of his corresponcdents.
Still, nhe hes conly himself to bleme renlly. He vdill insist on writing those peeul-
ier orticles of his scunding -ff agringt sex in sf. (Peculisr becouse cach one is
{ull of the stuff.) iy mzin objeetion to the Pest Officc seeing EFR's crticle s
prompted by the thought thet if it did then the scurce might be dried up—-mé I
ior one vould be very sorry!

ESendy's commants were of esurse made before the Vorldeon. .,
I thought Erie Bentcliffe's high moral tone was just to mive a
- muise of respeetability to the woarthy project of a scries of pom-
cgroyvhic antholegies, like vice expesures in the Sundzy pa ors. The
trouole wes he hrdn't any wrth-vhile material to woxkc wvith, The
articles sheuld have been: enlled Bric, or Litile by Little.l
ﬁ“fl?'m%;sl 59 I 3{\.:2?6? already tom r.24 frem my espy, just os hove many high-
Lo Center, principled fang the werld over. I am sure--~fact isg I lmew, ny
Kantucky, USA fermer true lowve vill get a hell of = kick cut of ity ~hiether she
leves me cxr not, st it's now winging its way through the US :mils
5_11011& vAth my latest dreary leve-letter. In the next leticr goes 'Bliss Krieg'...
dzmmedest part of it is thet she doean't heve 2 wardrobe in her bedrocm. I've been
proctising with the refrigeretor in the Xdtehen but she's becn rmther tod frigid
leiily enyvey. &Besides, you don't went your u Jder-corrisge iced up.d
I firmly diasgree with your vievs on female fons, msinly becamnse I hiave never
mexuntered my scicee-fiction zirls ot 2ll-—~the only two I ever kmew viio read
it did so beemse I asked them to (that w2s before I developed 2 better line of
course). 411 girls are egocentric, wely cmes sioy home, :nd the ones vho zot
vropped up in fadem mough to ottond e:nventicns mre likely tz be prebty intellig-
int or they wouldn't hove.

fand now 2 lest minute suprise: the welecome retum of unother old Hyphen favourite.$



CAPIA HAD KB I ITS DREADE) GRIP
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AR A [QAED Vialt said.....surely you remember "
g@h ﬁj = 5 ' g 7 .§ %n*g flo. 20?....1 vms compelled to withdrew fron

=7 U B N X N Sene U asetifarning for- awhile. If wes no use,

tho'; I had -to got a job and wmarry the
DIGEST = {sietoar~" 5

Llove mekes the world go round, but efber
: = you're over thet dizzy feeoling it's rather
pleasont, the only trouble being thet onoe cen't devotoe the usual three
weeks to composing GRUKCH. Twonby mixwtes botwean vmshing-up and Doing
4 Job Around the House is tho naximum vermitted, end at that you pile vy
onough guilt complexes te reach from Eewelock £11iz to Sigmund Freud.

FANDOM GOES TO THE LAWY

British actifan circles spent ruch energy on the Torld Con., and we're
only now starting to recover. It wms drepm-like, mecting loskowitz, 4e,
Silverberg, Campboll, Beem Piper, Reedburn, Schultheis, Iiadle and all the
rest, +tho' the dream grov nightmarish et tho ond. Thi s was tho snafu
vith the Hotel - 2 vhat will happen vwhen Conventions run out of Hotels?! -
and in case you've heard rumours hereo's the CONFIDENTIAL-typo dirk.

Then the Cormittee booked tho Iliotel, tho lianagor wes French, bearded,
and brirming over with joi de¢ vivre. Ho entered thoroughly into the
spirit of things. Drunk with oxcitement, he even tried reading s-f, %o
get nrepared for fans. lio thought an 8-F Con vms devoted to s-f.

Unfortunately, some weeks before the Con. tho Hotol chauged hands, and
the now llanager vms o rundene typo. Drofessionally willing, but not co-
operative in o friendly wmy, we folt. Come the Con; on the Saturday
night Secrotary Bobbie Vild ms casually-informed that fans for vhom we'd
resorved beés hadn't booked in. s we'd booked all available beds off-
sred, this was a shock, Cnisting details, about 16% of the bookings for
3 nights failed to show up. Thbrso, altho' the old ianager had understood
we'd booked for 3 nights, the new, on the basis of e prelininery letter of
enquiry, wanbed pavment for the full hotel for a fourth night also.

To be presented vith an unforeseen bill for £i60, on the last day of mn
othorviige successful Con is a mite unsebvling. Vo paid £100 under pro-
taost, went back to our wvarious homes to sort things out. Yo can eostab-
lish that +the Hotel wasn't booked for four nights, also through some in-
credible confusion on tTheir bocks wo're due for about £30 back - if we can
got it. Lettors to the Hotel have produced no answers, and the matter
is in the hands of a solicitor (lawyer o the US resdership).

Vie'vo managed to collect from meny of.those vho didn't appesr, or in

somo cases have sufficient reasons for not asking for recompense. On
the basis of hard cash wo scraped through without being in debt or going
around with the hat, but that's all. LKone of the debts of honour have

been settled,including a considerublo sum representing London Circle Funds
which had been placed at the disposal of the Comaittee, end none of the
Committeo members have beon ro-imbursed for expenditure ot the Con.

That's the position as of the middle of January, verified with Bobbie.
But, . .0 did have fun - and made suro it was SOUTH GATE IN !'58.

A Uin¢ Clarke
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=i . UHE LOBEY...SHE DOKSN'T LIKZ LOY JOHNS--SHE

< \) wiTS ONE WIERE S$HE MESTS 4 ESIRLY GOOD

5 55485 OF PEOPLE, ... IN THIS COINTPION HiLL
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G SRE ERIC FRull FUSSALL? TOU TOOK JUS. TIXE
o TWE aliiaYS LaeGINED--  :BL...TT I Bad

\\j \NOUGE BEING « K. VITZCUT PLOPLE STLFING oT
(U ... 1LY, TSOT THLS OE OF THOSES Mu¥S TE.T
| ©KE YOU WISH Y0U VERR ALIVE?....I TELL YCU,
f ¢ JUST Valisid I .0 LHS %S COMALSCATED 1B, .

..I bJ"’"'S"' fLL 5D .. BOCKE OH GOOD 873, ..
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THROUGH QOsKTEG IR rfm'SEa SO, |, LAt S T
DRST =B0UT GEIZIND, IS [LNIDLE—-4tY T
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fmere'll be a full scale GRUNCH nex’c igme in vhich Ving will, awon: oticr attreetions,
puolicly sviseccrate sr Patrick wmoors an our oehelf, & nice long Glass Bofiel and, I kovs,
& taing Trom szl s.shworth, <1lso lots and lobs of lov.ly lethurs (net couniing the one
you's. just going te write), «lewven pagens of them already an siendl | ¢ ntmes nd acd-
reasce of everyonc who wrotc since the le sk issuc will bt printed, vhother fueir letters
e guoted or not. haquotes wunted,

. noxt hyphan will e publishea on Thursduy 27th rebrunxry, 5 2
AN h-:rc':| means your subscription nse wxpired. This is jusS L ool of account nd
if you'r. an old friend doesn't reoessg8rily imply thut your c..a iz heinr exnolled f*’o.n
the indox. 1% might tlmugh, if I hvan'tpdee i fom you cewntly. Someeiic hos W opay for
the angezine and you've only got one ccpy t v finmnce.

meiansddly 10.1) ",
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